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Development Fund Initiative 2020 – Guidelines.

1. Background and Purpose.
The Development Fund Initiative is a funding source provided by Donegal County Council to support initiatives in various forms of development including: economic, social, cultural, heritage and various related initiatives which will benefit local communities, areas and groups throughout the County. Initiatives supported through this fund are supported pursuant to Section 6 of the Local Government Act 1991 and Sections 66 and 67 of the Local Government Act 2001.
2. Evaluation / Allocation Process.

The Development Fund Initiative supports two broad categories of projects:

(i) Donegal County Council led strategic projects.
(ii) Projects selected within each Municipal District by the Elected Members of that District (notices inviting applications from relevant groups/projects will be advertised in the local press and put up on the Council’s website). 
All applicants for funding must complete an application form. Each application will then be assessed by the Council’s executive against all relevant statutory, regulatory and eligibility criteria before being put before the Members of the Municipal District Council for consideration.
3. Eligibility Criteria.
3.1 The Development Fund Initiative is available to projects developed by the County Council, community groups or any other group that can demonstrate a bona-fide role and function in supporting community, social, economic or related development in the county.

3.2 
Subject to all other relevant statutory and regulatory requirements being satisfied, projects supporting capital expenditure, specific contributions to one-off events, specific contributions supporting various social, economic, cultural, heritage and related activities are all eligible for consideration under the Development Fund Initiative.
3.3
Projects requesting funding of a “running cost” nature (light, heat, salaries etc) and which are likely to re-occur on a multi-annual basis will be required to demonstrate clearly the specific area of running cost where funding is currently deficient and where Development Fund Initiative funding is required. Funding under this heading can be claimed by a group/project for no more than three years in total during the lifetime of any Council term.
3.4  Projects may be approved for multi-annual funding (subject to the time frame being within the term of the approving Council).

3.5   Funds will not be provided to any project, which on evaluation, demonstrates a capacity to cause displacement to an existing initiative within the same catchment or service delivery area.
3.6
In any year, the minimum amount of grant which can be allocated to any group/project is €2,500.

4. General Conditions.
4.1 No commitment will exist between Donegal County Council and any grant applicant until such time as a Letter of Offer has been received by the grant applicant. To be eligible, only expenditure made after receipt of the Letter of Offer can be considered for funding from the Development Fund Initiative (except in cases where a multi-annual funding agreement is in place).
4.2 Donegal County Council reserves the right to secure a charge on property/assets (in relation to which grant aid was allocated) for a period of seven years to ensure that public funds are used for the purpose for which the grant was made.
4.3 It should be noted that the Development Fund Initiative is a recoupment fund i.e. an organisation must first spend from own resources on the project and then recoup this from the Council. An organisation may apply for a 50% drawdown of their Development Fund Initiative allocation based on expenditure incurred.
4.4 To be eligible, only expenditure made following a competitive procurement process will be funded from the Development Fund Initiative (detailed procurement guidelines will be issued with the Letter of Offer). These grants are made using public funds and therefore competitive, transparent procurement is an absolute requirement. Failure to meet these strict guidelines will result in expenditure being declared ineligible and grant aid will not be paid out.
4.5 Each organisation receiving a grant payment must have an account with a financial institution. Payment of the grant will be made to this identified account and all expenditure used to draw down this grant must be made from this account.
4.6 Tax requirements - the following will be required before any grant payment is made:
i) For grant amounts under €10,000: each organisation will be required to supply a tax registration number. The organisation will also be required to sign a statement indicating that their tax affairs are in order.
ii) For grant amounts over €10,000: a current tax clearance certificate from the Revenue Commissioners will be required.
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